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Abusein the form of domestic violence, relational abuse, or bullyingis a problem faced by many

children and teens today. Sherri Mabry Gordon looks at different kinds of abuse and what teens can

do if they are being abused or know someone who is. She also explores what communities can do

to help end the violence.
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Bolstered with well-integrated quotes and relevant statistics, books in the Issues in Focus Today

series offer an excellent starting point for students seeking broad, thoroughly researched

introductions to basic issues. The volumes follow an almost journalistic approach: illuminating case

studies, enhanced with multiple viewpoints, personalize the facts and place them in broader context.

Beyond Bruises begins with a chapter entitled â€œPower and Control,â€• which outlines the forms of

abuse and the basic dynamics present in abusive situations. Later chapters examine the impact of

abuse, common avenues of help, and what it means to be a bystander. Riveting stories of teens

weathering physical and sexual abuse will broaden readersâ€™ understanding of the issues.

Chapter notes, a glossary, and suggestions for further research close these exemplary resources.

Grades 7-12. --Gillian Engberg
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